
 

BC  DISPATCH 
 

DECEMBER 2016   Bear Creek High School  

      9800 West Dartmouth Place 

      Lakewood, Colorado 80227 

      (303) 982-8855 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

 

It is amazing that we have already reached December! Our staff is working hard to challenge students and help them 

stay on track as the semester starts to wind down.  As parents, I am sure that many of you have seen the stress and 

anxiety that tends to intensify during this time of the school year. Students are balancing the pressures of school and 

life stress that tends to occur as the holiday season approaches.  Please know that we have many adults that can be a 

resource for students as they work through this difficult time of year. Please feel free to reach out to your student’s 

counselor if you are concerned about your son or daughter.  

 

I have been very impressed with the hard work and commitment many of our students have shown throughout the 

fall.  I have had the privilege of watching our students compete and perform in a variety of academic, athletic, and 

musical settings.  We are blessed to have such amazing talent at Bear Creek High School.  I would like to thank our 

parents and community members that have shown up to support our students and programs.  If you have not taken 

the opportunity to attend a school event, please consider doing so. It means a great deal to our students when they 

see the bleachers full or the auditorium packed for their performances.   

 

As a community we are collectively responsible for the safety of all.  We have had an increasing number of 

situations involving students driving to school without a driver’s license. We are asking for your help as parents and 

guardians to deliver the message that it is both against the law to drive without a license and doing so also puts 

others at risk.  Please help us keep our streets and parking lots safe by respecting all posted signs including no 

parking zones and stop signs. I appreciate your assistance in these efforts.  

 

We are now only three weeks from the end of the semester. This is a key point in time for students and parents to 

once again check their progress in each of their courses through Parent Portal. We are quickly approaching final 

exams and diligent work leading up to the end of the semester will lead to higher levels of success. The BCHS staff 

stands ready to support your student’s progress through Connections, Access, tutor rooms, individual teacher 

support, counselors, and after school tutoring/support in the library on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons. Please 

encourage your students to take advantage of these many supports. Although our seniors have heard this message 

repeatedly, it is particularly important to note that to participate in our graduation ceremony this coming 

spring they must have completed all 23 required credits. There will be no exceptions to this school board 

policy. If you, or your student, are concerned that they me be at risk of not walking it is important to contact your 

counselor as soon as possible regarding the credit recovery process.  

 

I would like to personally wish you and your family a restful and safe holiday season! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Lynn Torr 

Principal  

 



SNOW CLOSURES 
With the winter months come the 

possibility of school closures and schedule 

changes. The decision to change school 
schedules because of adverse conditions is 
based on one factor; the safety of all 

students and staff. Here are answers to 
some of the most commonly asked questions 

about emergency school closures: 
 

When are decisions made about school 

closures? 
The District makes every effort to 

decide and announce decisions to close 
schools before 6:00 a.m. The planning and 
review process actually begins the night 

before. Once a decision is made, a message 
will be sent to Jeffco families via 

SchoolMessenger and local media will be 
notified. The district’s telephone hotline at 
(303) 982-6600, and the school system Web 

Page are also updated. There is a link to this 
information from the district’s home page. 
 

What factors go into the decision? 
Weather and road conditions are 

checked throughout Jefferson County 

beginning the night before. Using a variety 
of resources the School District gathers as 

much information as possible before making 
the decision. District officials monitor 
ongoing weather reports, including those 

from a private weather forecasting service, 
and road conditions from the Colorado 

Department of Transportation, and local and 
state law enforcement agencies. “Weather 
spotters,” such as school bus drivers and 

transportation personnel who are arriving at 
area bus terminals, and maintenance crew 

members who are assigned to plow school 
parking lots and sidewalks are consulted. 
Classes cannot be held if parking lots and 

access areas to schools are dangerous or 
impassible. District transportation officials 

will provide a recommendation before 5 a.m. 
to the Community Superintendent 
responsible for making the final decision 

after a thorough review of all available data 
collected. If classes are to be cancelled or 

delayed, the district’s Communications 
Services office will notify local media – 
television and radio – between 5:00 and 

6:00 a.m. or earlier when possible. 

 What parents should do: 

 All families should make advanced 

arrangements for their children in 

case of school closures and for the 

rare situation when it is necessary to 

close an individual school because of 

circumstances.  

 Children should know where to go 

if a parent will not be home and how 

to contact parents or guardians.  

 Parent contact information, 

including work telephone 

numbers, should be kept up-to-

date with the school, and parents 

should activate a 

SchoolMessenger account to 

receive emergency messages. If 

you are instructed to pick up your 

student at a location other than their 

school due to a school closure, you 

will be asked to present photo ID 

before the student will be released.  

 In cold weather students should 

be dressed appropriately. No one 

can predict when a fire alarm might go 

off or when buildings might have to be 

evacuated due to an emergency.  

 Listen and watch the news media, 

particularly local TV stations, for this 

message:  

“All Jeffco Public Schools are closed” 

Unless otherwise announced, school 

weather related closures are for one day 

only. 

If there is NO announcement schools 

will operate as usual.  Check with individual 

schools or event sponsors regarding the 

cancellation of events and activities. Many of 

these announcements are also available 

through the media. 

 

 
 

https://owa.jeffco.k12.co.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/schoolmessenger/index.html
https://owa.jeffco.k12.co.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/closures/index.html
https://owa.jeffco.k12.co.us/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/closures/index.html
http://www.jeffcopublicschools.org/schoolmessenger/index.html


BEAR CREEK HIGH SCHOOL CALENDAR 

2016-2017        
12/07/16 8th Grade Parent Night/Activities/ 

Athletic Showcase/6:00 p.m. 

12/19/16 Semester Exams/Periods 2, 4, 6 

12/20/16 Semester Exams/Periods 1, 3, 5, 7 

12/21/16 Exam Make-ups/Appointment Only 

01/05/17     Teachers Return/ 

   Professional Development 

01/06/17 Teacher Professional Development 

01/09/17 Classes Resume 

01/12/17 8th Grade Transition Assembly/ 

  9:00-10:00 a.m. 

01/16/17 Martin Luther King Holiday/ 

  No School 

01/19/17 Winter Sports Assembly 

02/10/17 End of Fourth Six Weeks 

02/15/17 Parent/Teacher Conferences/ 

  4:00-8:00 p.m.  

02/20/17 President’s Day/No School  

 
 

 
 
 

ATTENDANCE MATTERS 
Being at school every day and on time 

is just one of the good habits we’re trying to 

cultivate in students to prepare them for a 

successful world beyond Bear Creek High 

School.  The importance of regular attendance 

can’t be overemphasized, yet we know that 

from time to time students will be absent from 

classes.  When this happens, we ask that a 

parent call our 24-hour attendance line at 

(303) 982-8813 to report an absence to give 

the following information: 

 

  Your student’s first and last name and 

grade level.  Remember, 9th graders 

have a closed campus. 

  Day and periods of absence.  For 

example, periods one through three or 

the time, from 9-10 a.m. 

 

 

 

  Your name, first and last, and a daytime 

telephone number where you can be 

reached. 

   Reason for absence which might be 

any district approved reason such as 

doctor/dentist appointment, illness, 

legal responsibility, family emergency, 

religious holiday or a prearranged, 

school-approved absence (form 

available in the front office). 

 

Nos Importa la Asistencia 

Asistencia regular y a tiempo es solo 

una de las costumbres buenas queremos 

cultivar en alumnos para prepararles para una 

vida exitosa fuera del ambiente de la Escuela 

Preparatoria Bear Creek.  No se puede 

enfatizar bastante la importancia de asistencia 

regular, sin embargo sabemos que de vez en 

cuando alumnuo van a estar ausentes.  

Cuando ocurre, pedimos que los padres 

llamen a nuestra línea de asistencia de 24 

horas a (303) 982-8813 para reportar una 

ausencia dejando la siguiente información: 

 

 Nombre y apellido y nivel de su alumno. 

Recuerden, alumnus del 9o grado no 

salen del campus sin el permiso de un 

padre. 

 Día y período de ausencia. Por ejemplo, 

períodos uno a tres, o de las 9-10 a.m. 

 Nombre y apellido del padre, y un 

número de teléfono del día con que 

podemos alcanzarle. 

 Razon de ausencia la cual puede ser 

cualquier razon aprobada por el distrito 

como cita con un médico/dentista, 

enfermedad, responsabilidad legal, 

emergencia familiar, festival religiosa, o 

una ausencia pre-arreglada por un 

administrator (forma disponible en la 

oficina principal). 

 

 

 

 

 



PARENT REMINDER 
 It can be very disruptive to both teachers and 

students when the class needs to be interrupted to 

get a message to a student.  We realize that family 

emergencies and unexpected appointments occur. 

However, it would be greatly appreciated if you 

could communicate with your student the night 

before or in the morning about any appointments or 

schedule changes that may have occurred.  Thank 

you. 

 In addition, students and parents both need 

to be aware that effectively immediately, items that 

ARE NOT school related, such as balloons, flowers, 

food such as cakes and cupcakes WILL NOT be 

delivered to classrooms.  If these items are 

delivered to the school, they will be left in the Main 

Office and students or parents can pick them up 

after school. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

CHOICE ENROLLMENT DEADLINE 
  First round choice enrollment 

dates are Monday, January 9, 2017 

through Tuesday, January 31, 2017.

 

SEMESTER FINAL EXAMS 
We will follow a block day bell schedule 

during finals on December 19th and 20th. 
 

Monday, December 19 
Thursday Block Day Bell Schedule 

        Periods 2, 4, 6 
 

Period 2  7:15-8:45 
BCTN   8:52-9:00 (in Connections) 
Connections/SA 9:00-10:00 
Period 4  Lunch A 10:07-10:48 
   Class A 10:53-12:23 
   Class B 10:07-11:37 
   Lunch B 11:42-12:23 
Period 6  12:30-2:00 
CCT Time  2:10-3:00 
 

Tuesday, December 20 
Wednesday Block Day Bell Schedule 

Period 1, 3, 5, 7 
 
Period 1  7:15-8:45 
Period 3  8:52-10:25 
BCTN   10:25-10:32 
Period 5  Lunch A 10:39-11:17 
   Class A 11:22-12:52 
   Class B 10:39-12:09 
   Lunch B 12:14-12:52 
Period 7  1:00-2:30 
 
 

SCHEDULE CHANGE POLICY 
 

Bear Creek High School builds your class 
schedule according to the request form.  Schedule 
changes will be made until January 13th for the 
following reasons only: 
 
1. Student is scheduled into the wrong level of 

class. 
2. Student did not pass the prerequisite for a 

class.   
3. Student has two classes in one period. 
4. Student does not have enough classes on 

his/her schedule.  9th and 10th grade must 
have all 7 periods (1-7) filled, 11th and 12th 
graders must have at least 5 periods filled. 

 
If a student requests a schedule change for 

another reason, the student must complete an 
appeal form.  The appeal will only be made if the 
student can be placed in a class that is smaller than 
the one in which he/she is currently enrolled.  The 
appeal form must be completed and signed by both 
the parent and the student, and the counselor.  The 
form is due in the counselor’s office by January 13th, 
2017, at 3:00 p.m. 

 
 
 
 
 



IMPORTANT IMMUNIZATION 

INFORMATION 
This information is offered to update you on the 

Varicella vaccine requirement for students in 8th through 

12th grades for the 2016-17 school year. The Colorado 

school required immunization schedule now follows the 

national Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 

(ACIP) and all students, kindergarten through 12th 

grade, will be required to show evidence of 2 Varicella 

vaccines at the beginning of the new school year.  

Varicela (chickenpox) tends to be more severe in 

adolescents and adults than in young children. 
You can also provide evidence of chickenpox 

disease through the following:  

 • Documentation from your health care provider 

that states your student had chickenpox disease 

  • A positive “screening” for chickenpox disease 

from a nurse or physician  

If you object to your child receiving vaccines, 

you may sign a personal or religious exemption form. If 

your child is unable to receive this vaccine for medical 

reasons, your health care provider can sign a medical 

exemption. 

 It is the parent’s responsibility to provide a 

current immunization record to the school. Parents can 

review their student’s immunization record through their 

Parent Portal. 

 You may opt out of any immunization for 

medical reasons, religious beliefs, or personal 

convictions, but you or your student’s physician must 

sign an exemption.  

 If you have any questions, please contact Patti 

Zeggert, Clinic Aide, at (303) 982-8333. 

 

OTHER CLINIC INFORMATION 
 The Clinic does NOT provide any medication 

unless it is provided by parents, for their own students.  

The District no longer provides Acetaminophen 

(Tylenol) for student’s use.    Feminine hygiene products 

are available for $.25 each from dispensers in the girl’s 

restrooms, or in the clinic for $.25 each, if unavailable in 

restrooms. 
 
 

PERSONAL ELECTRONIC 
REMINDER 

Please encourage your son or 
daughter to leave valuable electronic 

devices at home.  iPods are not allowed in 
academic areas during instructional time, 
and become targets for theft when left 

unattended.  Our Student Planner clearly 
states that “Bear Creek High School is not 
responsible for items lost or stolen from 

your locker.”  Administrators will not 
make electronic theft investigation a 

priority, unless there is compelling 
evidence that will lead to a speedy 

resolution.  These investigations are very 
time consuming, seldom fruitful, and take 
our administrative staff out of their roles 

as instructional leaders in our school.  The 
best way to ensure that your student’s 
valuables are not stolen is to have them 

leave these items at home.  If your student 
is using a locker to secure anything 

valuable that is brought to school, please 
remind him or her to spin the combination 
dial on the lock after closing the locker 

door.  Thank you for discussing this very 
important issue with your student, and for 
allowing the BCHS Administrative Team to 
focus on the educational advancement of 
our students. 

 
 

BCHS HOLIDAY ARTS 

AND CRAFTS FAIR 

The 22nd Annual Bear Creek High 

School Holiday Arts and Crafts Fair 

presented by the Bear Creek High School 

Instrumental Music Boosters is Saturday,    

December 3rd from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

Mark your calendars now so you don't 

miss out on a wonderful holiday shopping 

experience from over 100 vendors with 

unique handcrafted items. 

Plan to spend the day shopping and 

enjoying a full food concession and baked 

goods at one of our multiple bake sale 

tables. 

Parking is free.  The event is open to 

the public and the $2.00 entry fee includes 

a chance to win a door prize. Children under 

5 are free.



 

Family-School Partnership Survey 
 

Bear Creek High School is committed to ensuring that your experience with our 

school is collaborative, successful and helps your child(ren) learn and grow. We 

want to know how we are doing. Below is a link to complete a survey about family 

school partnerships. The survey is anonymous and will only take 10 – 15 minutes. 

Results will be used to improve our school and your child(ren)’s learning 

environment. The survey opens Monday, Nov. 28 and closes Friday, Dec. 16. 

Thank you for taking the time to give us feedback! 

 

Please use the web address below to access the survey or navigate to the Bear Creek 

High School webpage to find the link. 

 

Survey Link: 

https://soars.jeffco.k12.co.us/survey/Login.aspx?EA560AAE7B28AD67-9577-

4B8C-A997-5D8D1D048702 

 

Nuestra escuela se compromete a asegurarse de que su experiencia con nosotros sea 

colaborativa, exitosa y ayude a su/s hijo/a/os  a aprender y crecer. Deseamos saber 

cómo lo estamos haciendo. Abajo hay un enlace para completar la encuesta sobre la 

colaboración entre familias y escuelas. La encuesta es anónima y solo lleva unos 

10-15 minutos. Los resultados se usarán para mejorar nuestra escuela y el ambiente 

educativo de sus hijos. La encuesta estará disponible entre el lunes, 28 de 

noviembre, y el viernes, 16 de diciembre. Gracias por dedicar su tiempo a 

completar la encuesta. 

 

Si el enlace de abajo no funciona, resalte el mismo usando su cursor.  Luego  

cópielo y péguelo en la ventana para la dirección del navegador y pulse la tecla 

“Enter [intro]” o “Return [retorno]” de su teclado.  

 

Enlace a la encuesta: 

https://soars.jeffco.k12.co.us/survey/Login.aspx?EA560AAE7B28AD67-9577-

4B8C-A997-5D8D1D048702 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://soars.jeffco.k12.co.us/survey/Login.aspx?EA560AAE7B28AD67-9577-4B8C-A997-5D8D1D048702
https://soars.jeffco.k12.co.us/survey/Login.aspx?EA560AAE7B28AD67-9577-4B8C-A997-5D8D1D048702
https://soars.jeffco.k12.co.us/survey/Login.aspx?EA560AAE7B28AD67-9577-4B8C-A997-5D8D1D048702
https://soars.jeffco.k12.co.us/survey/Login.aspx?EA560AAE7B28AD67-9577-4B8C-A997-5D8D1D048702


 

The Counselor Corner 
 

The mission of the BCHS school counseling program is to enhance the 
development and to support life-long learning of ALL Bear Creek High 
School students across academic, personal/social, and career domains in 

                              order to prepare them for a responsible and successful future. 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Suicide Prevention 
 

Suicide is the third leading cause of death in teens and young adults ages 15 to 24. If a teen says 

something like “I’d just be better off dead” or “I won’t be around much anymore,” it is critical to take the 

comment seriously. Seek professional help immediately. Please see our BCHS homepage for more 

information/resources: http://bearcreek.jeffco.k12.co.us/bchs/index.html  

 

 

 

Are your 10th-12th grade students interested in being an Outdoor Lab leader? See Mrs. 

Slaughter in the counseling office! 

 

 

                 QUOTABLE      To contact your student’s counselor: 

 

“Experience is not what happens to you. 

 It is what you do with what happens to you.”  

  – Aldous Huxley 

 

 

 

 
**Please contact your counselor to access holiday resources. 

Seniors and the College Application Process 
 

 Ideally, by Thanksgiving Break, submit your application/s and supplemental information.  

Work with your counselor to submit transcripts, letters of recommendation (if needed), etc.  

 

 Between Thanksgiving and Winter Break, focus on studying and doing well on your finals. 

 

 If you would like to re-take the ACT (actstudent.org) or SAT (collegeboard.org), register now.  

 

 Apply for your Federal Student Aid ID (FSA ID) at https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm 

and begin to organize your and your parents’ tax information so you can apply for financial aid 

using FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid).  

 

 Complete the FAFSA at http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/. The FAFSA opened on October 1 this year. 

 

 Attend the Bear Creek FAFSA workshop during spring Parent-Teacher Conferences on 

February 15, 2017.  Bring your FSA ID and tax information so the college representatives 

can best assist you with completing the FAFSA. 

  

 Continue searching in Naviance and applying for scholarships. 
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mUqq6p1roBYXNPhIsNONlaASPIYYJbDFqe6okQkSLiE/pubhtml 

Also be sure to complete scholarship applications at the colleges that you are 

hoping to attend as their deadlines may be approaching. 
 

Susie Thornton   A-C  303-982-8831 

Matt Schacht   D-I  303-982-8832 

Gretchen Slaughter  J-M  303-982-0109 

Joy Pearson  N-Sc  303-982-5283 

Valerie Smrt   Sd-Z  303-982-8808 

Jen Studt  9thTransition 303-982-8873

  

http://bearcreek.jeffco.k12.co.us/bchs/index.html
https://fsaid.ed.gov/npas/index.htm
http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1mUqq6p1roBYXNPhIsNONlaASPIYYJbDFqe6okQkSLiE/pubhtml


Naviance/ICAP 
 

Bear Creek Students prepare for their futures through the Individual Career 
and Academic Plan (ICAP). ICAP is a multi-year process that intentionally 
guides students and families in the exploration of career, academic and 
post-secondary opportunities. With the support of adults, students develop 
the awareness, knowledge, attitudes, and skills to create their own 
meaningful and powerful pathways to be career and college ready. Students 
perform recommended tasks by grade level: 
(https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/student-services/icap for more 
information) 
 
9

th
 Grade: 

Review Graduation/ HEAR/NCAA/NAIA Requirements  
Career Interest Profiler  
4 Year Academic Plan 
 
10

th
 Grade: 

4 Year Academic Plan  
Review Graduation/ HEAR/NCAA/NAIA Requirements  
Transcript Review 
Do What You Are Survey  
 
11

th
 Grade: 

4 Year Academic Plan  
Index Score 
Financial Aid Plan  
Review Colleges on My List  
Scholarship Search  
 
12

th
 Grade: 

Index Score 
College SuperMatch 
Financial Aid Plan  
Scholarship Search  
Jeffco Senior Survey 
 

 

 

 

https://sites.google.com/a/jeffcoschools.us/student-services/icap


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
   

 

 

 

                                                         

 

 

 

                                      

 
 
 
 


